Induction of tumour necrosis factor by staphylococcal toxic shock toxin 1.
Staphylococcal toxic shock syndrome toxin 1 (TSST1) induced the release of tumour necrosis factor (TNF) from human and rabbit monocytes in vitro. Nanogram amounts of TSST1 were sufficient to induce TNF release. There was considerable variation in response between cells from different rabbits and different donors. Rabbit monocytes were slightly more sensitive to TSST1 than were human monocytes. Release of TNF in vivo could explain many of the symptoms of toxic shock syndrome.